Foundations of Faith
Unit 2: How does God speak?  Revelation and the Bible
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Unit #2: 
How does God speak? Revelation the Bible
The Doctrine of Revelation

The God of the Bible is a God who reveals himself.  The word “revelation” means “unveiling”, and implies something hidden which is made known by God.  Without revelation we would never be able to know anything about God by ourselves.

The Need For Revelation

We need revelation because:

1.

2.

Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-16

Look at 1 Corinthians 2:6-16.

1. According to Paul here, why don’t some people understand God’s wisdom?

2. How can anyone understand God’s wisdom?

Revelation is an act of God’s grace because it is up to God to disclose himself to us.

Revelation comes to us in two ways: general revelation and special revelation.

1. General Revelation

General revelation (sometimes called “natural revelation”) says that God has revealed himself in part, to everyone, through creation.  This also includes God’s work through history and his providence at work among his people.

There are two facets of general revelation: 

1.

2.
3. Look at the following verses and note what they say we can learn about God from general revelation:

Ps 19:1-4a
Rom 1:20
Acts 14:17

4. What is general revelation unable to tell us?

General revelation tells us some things but not all things about God and it certainly cannot bring us into a living, personal relationship with God.

General revelation includes:

Our conscience  (Romans 1:32; 2:14-15)

Mankind’s desire for worship 

2. Special Revelation

Special revelation is when God reveals himself in direct ways to a particular people or person in a particular way at a particular time.  This kind of revelation gives us more specific and detailed knowledge about God and his ways.  It has the content and information we could never glean from nature, such as God’s plan of salvation through Christ on the cross etc.

Hebrews 1:1 

The primary way that God reveals himself to us is through his words.  The God of the Bible is a God who speaks!

Decrees - Genesis 1:3; Psalm 33:6.  
So it is important then to see that when God created everything, he did so by speaking!

“A decree of God is a word of God that causes something to happen.  These decrees of God include not only the events of the original creation but also the continuing existence of all things, for Hebrews 1:3 tells us that Christ is continually “upholding the universe by his word of power.”” (Grudem, p47-48)
5. Look up the following verses and note some other ways God speaks:

(1) Genesis 2:16; 12:1; Exodus 3:4; Acts 9:4-5

(2) Jeremiah 6:7, 9; Exodus 4:12; Acts 3:21; 4:20; Galatians 1:11-12; 2 Peter 1:21

(3) Exodus 31:18; 32:16; Deuteronomy 31:9; Isaiah 30:8; 1 Corinthians 14:37
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 “God is a being who in his very nature is communicative.” (John Frame, Doctrine of the Word of God, p. 42)

Bible is God’s word, spoken by the prophets and apostles but inscripturated, written down, so that they can be preserved, reflected on, studied, and made accessible to more people.

The Bible itself cannot save us or bring us into a personal relationship with God.

The Word of God - John 1:1-2; Hebrews 1:1-2

Jesus is the supreme and most personal revelation of God, the ultimate revelation of God (John 14:9).
The Bible’s purpose is to point you to The Word of God, Christ himself!  John 5:39 

The Bible is still absolutely necessary for our salvation because…
2 Timothy 3:15

So God reveals himself through the Word of God – Christ – as it is proclaimed in the Bible – (The Word of Christ) – through the mouths of people, prophets and apostles (or the in the Church).

6. If the Bible is necessary for salvation and is primarily about revealing God through Christ The Word, how does this affect your attitude and approaches to:

-Preaching; Evangelism; Personal Bible Study
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