
 
#1: Why Study Theology? 

What is Foundations of Faith about? 

1Peter 1:2-8 

What are you expecting to get from FoF? 

What do you think frightens people about studying theology? 

WHAT IS THEOLOGY? 

Theo- (GK. Theos) 

-logo (GK. Logos) 

Systematic Theology 

Systematic theology is any study that answers the question, “What does the whole Bible teach us 

today?” about any given topic.  This definition indicates that ST involves collecting and understanding 

all the relevant passages in the Bible on various topics and then summarizing their teachings clearly so 

that we know what to believe about each topic.  (Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, p 21) 

Human limitations of the mind 

Biblical & Historical Theology 

Biblical theology gives special attention to the teaching of individual authors and sections of Scripture, 

and to the place of each teaching in the historical development of Scripture. (Grudem, 22) 

As a science (GK: knowledge) 

Theology is the science of God and of the relations between God and the universe. (Charles Hodge, Systematic 

Theology, p1) 

Doctrine  

…A doctrine is what the whole Bible teaches us today about some particular topic.  (Grudem, p25) 

‘The Faith’ -  Rom 1:5; Gal 1:23, 3:23-25, also 1 Tim 1:19, 4:1, 6, 6:10; 2 Tim 2:18, possibly 2 Tim 4:7 & 

Rom 12:6 

What is the difference between a ‘major’ and a ‘minor’ doctrine? 

 

Where would you place these doctrines on this ‘scale of impact’? 1. The identity of Jesus; 2. 

Justification by faith; 3. The authority of the Bible; 4. The Sacraments (baptism, Lord’s supper); 5. 

Church government; 6. Worship 

 

Severe <--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------> Mild 

(Big Impact)         (small impact) 



HOW DO WE STUDY THEOLOGY? 

Assumptions 

(1) 

(2) 

…the starting point would be something of this type: “There exists one Triune God, loving, all-powerful, holy, all-

knowing, who has revealed himself in nature, history, and human personality, and in those acts and words which 

are now preserved in the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.”  From this basic postulate we may 

proceed to elaborate an entire theological system by unfolding the contents of the Scriptures.  (Erikson, p33) 

Sources of Theology 

 Creation 

 The World 

 The Bible 

 

Prayerfully - 1 Corinthians 2:14; Eph 1:16-19 

Humbly - James 3:13, 17-18; 1 Cor 8:1 

Reasonably - Luke 10:27 

Worshipfully (Doxology) - Psalm 119:164, 171  

WHY STUDY THEOLOGY? 

Practical applications 

…theology is to be practical…the idea that theology relates to living rather than merely to belief.  The Christian 

faith has something to say to help us with our practical concerns.  (Erikson, 22) 

In your groups, work on the two case studies that deal with the way doctrine can impact our day to day 

lives. 

It is commanded 

 Matthew 28:19-20 

 2 Thess 2:15 

 Titus 2:1 

Studying the Scriptures changes us 

 John 17:17 

In your groups, discuss what 2 Timothy 3:16-17 teaches us about why studying theology from the Scriptures 

is useful to us? 

The Historic Church did it 

 Acts 15:1-29 

 Creeds & Confessions 

 Why might having creed or confession be important?  

 How might a confessional statement protect a church 

and its leaders?  

 Why is it important to look at historical confessions?  

 Do you think having a detailed confessional 

statement aids or hinders church unity?  

 What are some of the strengths and weaknesses of 

the following doctrinal statements: “We believe Jesus 

is the Saviour of the world and the only way to 

heaven” or “We believe we are saved by faith”? 


